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 HEADTEACHER’S NOTE  KEY DATES  

 THE HAMLET HERALD 
‘Outstanding learning, within a glittering curriculum, where everyone matters’ 

Monday 13th March 

Challenge Partners Day 1 
 

Tuesday 14th March 

Challenge Partners Day 2 
 

Wednesday 15th March 

Industrial Action – school closed to all children 
 

Thursday 16th March 

Industrial Action – school closed to all children 
 

Friday 17th March 

PTA uniform shop open, 9:00-9:30am 

DHJS does Comic Relief! (See next page for reminders…) 

PTA Mother’s Day Cake Sale, 3:25pm Village playground 
 

 

WEEKLY HOUSE POINTS 

 

The top three classes with the highest                                            

% in ‘the green zone’ this week are: 

First place (12 points): 4S 43% 

Second place (11 points): 3GR 40% 

Third place (10 points): 3BF 37% 

Please keep on Doodling everyone! 

 

 

DOODLEVISION 

 

 

Topaz 
Water 

 

 
 

Ruby 
Fire 

 

 

Garnet 
Earth 

 

 
 

Sapphire 
Air 

 

 

Roll-over to next week 

 

You will be aware from the HH last week that we set our 

Hamleteers an extra Google Classroom activity. This was to read 

our Pupil Acceptable User Agreement, and to acknowledge, by 

‘turning-in’ their assignment. We were wondering which class 

would achieve 100% first – so a massive congratulations to 5TS 

for doing so! A class treat will be coming your way very soon… 

On this note, I am aware that some teachers have been 

anecdotally talking about a ‘drop-off’ in homework being 

completed. Can I, therefore, take this opportunity to ask you all 

to ‘check-in’ with your children. Ask to see how much 

Doodle/TTRS they have been completing, have a look through 

their reading record to see if they are keeping up with three 

comments per week. See if they have turned-in weekly GC 

activities (Y5/6), and challenge your child on some of their 

spelling words from the year group half-term list – can they 

recall words accurately from previous weeks? Thank you for 

your support with this. 

On Monday and Tuesday next week, we are once again looking 

forward in engaging with a Challenge Partners Quality 

Assurance Review. This robust school improvement process will 

involve senior leaders from other primary settings, including an 

Ofsted trained lead reviewer, coming to DHJS to work alongside 

us observing lessons, speaking to our Hamleteers, as well as the 

DHJS team. We will look forward to sharing the outcomes of this 

review with you in due course. 

Finally, I wanted to give a massive ‘shout out’ to our swimmers 

that attended a gala at JAGS this week. Unlike all the other 

competing schools, we don’t have the luxury of a pool for 

regular practice. Girls, you held your own and demonstrated 

true                                               and                                            

Bravo! 

 

PTA UPDATE 

 Reminder: Mother’s Day Cake Sale Friday 17th March hosted 

by Year 3, after school in Village playground. Please bring baked 

or bought goodies to office at drop off or pick up. Fingers 

crossed for nicer weather!  

 

SAVE THE DATE: Return of the HAMLET FAMILY DISCO on 

Friday 12th May in Turney Hall. We are seeking disco diva 

enthusiastic volunteers to form a Disco Committee, to make 

this year's event the best ever! We simply cannot run this event 

without you,  so get in touch with us ASAP to help with the 

planning. dulwichhamletpta@gmail.com. 
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LGBTQ+ HISTORY MONTH 

 February was LGBTQ+ History month and DHJS celebrated 

with a special assembly this week. This year marks the 20 

year anniversary of the repeal of Section 28 - the policy by 

which schools were not allowed to promote same sex 

relationships. Implemented in 1988 under Margaret 

Thatcher, this policy stayed in place until 2003. The children 

watched a Newsround clip comparing what education was 

like under Section 28 and now. You can find it 

here: https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/60154477  

The children also reflected on how we use our school value 

of                        to stand up for our beliefs and for other 

people. Finally, Ms Gorbutt Rice shared one of her favourite 

books, 'And Tango Makes Three' - a story which shows us that 

all kinds of love can make a family! When most of the Dulwich 

Hamlet teachers were in primary school, this book wouldn't 

have been allowed to be shared.  

It goes to show how much has changed…  

 

 

 

 

Last half term’s STEAM Question was ‘What if we could see in 

the dark?’ 

This had children thinking about how this could help during 

the cost of living crisis, how we might be forced to work all 

hours of the day and whether this would affect our sleep 

considerably. As always, we enjoyed reading the various 

STEAM entries and we were impressed with the number 

entries using film or built using crafts from home.  

However, this half term’s winning entry was written, 

produced, directed and acted by Antonia, Rose, Hanya, Elsie, 

Elisabeth and Iona (4S). They performed a comical story about 

how tired we would be if we ended up staying up during all 

hours, including how we might attend school at midnight. 

We’re glad this isn’t the case!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

COMIC RELIEF 

 We’re looking forward to some fun next Friday, all in the 

name of Comic Relief. Staff teams have been secretly 

rehearsing their Strictly routines – we can’t wait to see what 

they come up with! 

Don’t forget, children can come into school wearing a Comic 

Relief t-shirt (the new one or an older one), or something red, 

or something sparkly or dance related. We'd also like you to 

make a donation on the day, any amount will do, every penny 

is needed and appreciated. The Comic Relief red noses are 

also welcome on the day.  

 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/newsround/60154477


 

 

As geographers, the children at Dulwich Hamlet Junior School develop a sense of 

awe and wonder about the world in which we live. Our teaching provides children 

with a knowledge-rich bank of information about the features and systems that 

surround us.  

As they move up through school, children embark on a journey around the 

continents, learning the fundamentals of physical and human geography. 

Furthermore, they consider the interplay between physical and human processes 

and how these have shaped the world we live in today.  

 

 

 

Geography provides children with the tools to think at different scales from local to 

global, developing models for understanding the world around them. They become 

Global Citizens developing their understanding of location, making detailed 

comparisons between places and developing key map and fieldwork skills.  

  

CURRICULUM SPECIAL: GEOGRAPHY 

 



What do our Geography Lessons Look Like?  

In lessons you are liable to see a rich array of geographical activities. Vocabulary is 

central to our teaching and developed in a careful progression:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

I liked it because we 

learnt loads of new 

vocabulary to use and the 

trip was amazing.  

Y3 Child 

We learn about things 

that are natural like 

rivers and water 

Y3 Child 



Children engage with 

multiple types of maps, 

finding information and 

developing key map and 

compass knowledge 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  
Mapping 

builds 

children’s 

mental models 

of the world 

around them:  

 



 

Children have real opportunities to undertake geography fieldwork such as Year 

3’s trip to the Horniman. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It was really fun 

learning about volcanoes 

and earthquakes.  

Y4 Child 

I like Geography because 

we get to learn about 

different parts of the 

world.  

Y5 Child 



Understanding of processes develop in complexity throughout children’s time in 

school. For example here, you can see the development of climatic zones, biomes 

and weather variations 

 

 



 

HOTCLUB  Analyses (Horizon, Other 

Places, Time Zone, Climate, Us and Bodies 

of Water) build understanding of the world 

around us 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children build concrete and pictorial models to support their understanding of 

Geographical systems such as the Earth’s layers in Y4.  

  



 

Children use primary and secondary data to inform comparisons of the local area 

with places studied around the world.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
I love it because I find it 

interesting to learn about 

different parts of the 

world, like the tropics.  

Y6 Child 

We are learning about the 

biomes of Africa and you 

can really “see” the places.  

Y5 Child 



 

 

 

 

CROSS COUNTRY – IS BACK!!! 

 

 
Our weekly before school cross country sessions will start 

again from next week, Thursday 19th January. Children 

must arrive to school, promptly, at 8am in their running kit. 

A change of socks and shoes is needed in case the field is 

muddy. Attendance is free. Children from all year groups, 

including new joiners to the club, are very welcome! 

 

The potential negative effects of gaming on young people’s 

mental health (when the compulsion to play begins to 

interfere with regular activities like homework, exercise or 

socialising) are well documented. In recent years however, 

there’s been a groundswell of research making a contrasting 

point – that safe, healthy amounts of gaming can actually help 

to improve mental wellbeing. 

One of the most prominent studies was carried out by Oxford 

University in 2021, which found that moderate amounts of 

time playing family-friendly games led to respondents 

reporting an improved sense of mental wellbeing. Our guide 

has ten tips for trusted adults on how safe, healthy gaming 

can offer more than just an enjoyable leisure activity for 

children. 

 

 


