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 HEADTEACHER’S NOTE  KEY DATES  

 THE HAMLET HERALD 
‘Outstanding learning, within a glittering curriculum, where everyone matters’ 

Monday 15th January 

Closing date for Y3 admissions for September 2024 
 

Thursday 18th January 

Y4/5/6 choir members Young Voices Concert at O2 

Please see your separate communication this week with all of the 

final details for this special event 

WEEKLY HOUSE POINTS 

 The top three classes with the highest % 

in ‘the green zone’ this week are: 

First place (12 points): 3KS 56% 

Second place (11 points): 6TS 42% 

Third place (10 points): 3RS 40% 

Please keep on Doodling everyone…! 

TTRS winner this week is…4M!           
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A very Happy New Year to you all, and a warm welcome back to 

the start of the spring term, 2024. I hope that all of our families 

had an enjoyable and restorative Christmas break. 
 

I started the week with my assembly to the children, detailing 

how there is much to look forward to in the weeks ahead. I 

always think that the spring term is a particularly important one: 

we can hit the ground running, with both children and staff 

beginning to see the impact of all their hard work and efforts. 

There will be plenty of opportunities as we move through the 

term for you to come in celebrate your child’s achievements. 
 

We are so pleased and so proud when we're able to support a 

charity; local, national or international. We always educate the 

children about the charity and why we are collecting, ensuring 

we explain where the money goes, how it's spent etc…  The 

certificate from Brixton and Norwood Foodbank below, clearly 

shows how generous our school community is. You might also 

like to know that since we started the Macmillan Coffee 

mornings, quite a few years ago, we've raised over £10,300 for 

MacMillan Cancer Support. Just incredible! 
 

Finally, I would like to introduce you to a new face in the school 

office for this term: Mrs Malgorzata Calmita. I know that you will 

join me in making Malgorzata feel very welcome.  

 

 

PTA NEWS 

 A very happy new year from the PTA Team. 

Remember those wonderful 'Festive Photos' taken of your 

children before Christmas by our very special parent 

photographer extraordinaire?! A grand total of £1,200 was 

raised for the school!! A huge thank you to all of our parents for 

allowing your children to be part of this initiative and for your 

very generous donations. The team behind the scenes worked 

very hard putting this together and in making it a fun activity for 

the children too. All credit to you all for your efforts!  
 

Our next fundraiser: The PTA will be running a bar at the Art 

Exhibition on 31st January. So come along and grab a drink, 

while enjoying your child’s creations in this extraordinary show 

of Hamlet talent . All funds go to the school.  

Watch this space for the next PTA committee meeting date, 

which will be at end of January. We are planning to vote in our 

incoming PTA chairs and co-treasurer, alongside event planning 

for the year ahead. Dates will also be circulated via the class 

WhatsApp groups. 
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GARDENING CLUB DONATIONS! 

 We have an exceptionally keen gardening club at school who 

are determined to bring about our best spring harvest yet. 

But we need your help! We are seeking donations of the 

following items: 

gardening gloves (adult ones are fine - even better!) 

shovels pitch forks 

trowels compost bins 

pots (all sizes, plastic and otherwise) 

rakes canes 

secateurs shears 

wheelbarrows 
 

If you have any of these at home which you no longer use 

we would be most grateful to receive them! 

Please email Miss Oddie directly, who will co-ordinate our 

gardening club donation response. Thank you in advance. 

woddie.210@lgflmail.org  

 

COMMUNITY SENIOR LETTERS 

 Thank you to all our families and children who gave their time 

to create something for our Community Senior Letters 

project in the run-up to Christmas. This is the second time we 

have partnered with Castlebar Care Home and Charlton Park 

Care Home for this project. We are hoping to make this a 

more regular feature of the school year: look out for some 

more information about how you can help just before the 

Easter holidays. 

The letters, puzzles, cards and artwork submitted were 

generous and joyful and we hope the residents had their 

hearts warmed over the festive period by our Hamleteers’ 

thoughtful efforts. 

 

 

OUR LEARNING GRIDS/SPELLING LETTERS 

 We would like to draw your attention to the new year group 

‘Our Learning Grids’ which have now been disseminated to 

you both as a hard copy and electronically. If you haven’t seen 

yours, please check the book bag! The grids are also always 

available on the website. 

The grids are a good starting point for you to have an overview 

of the areas of learning and specific topics being covered in 

class for each half-term. They provide you with additional 

home learning/family activities that may be of use/interest 

which you can access as you wish. They are also a good place 

to find links for useful websites, and a further reference point 

for key dates, specific to your child’s year group. 

Our half-termly spelling letters were also emailed out to you 

along with the Our Learning Grid (end of last term). These 

provide you with a week by week break down of the spelling 

rules/patterns/sounds the children are learning. Some time 

each week reviewing these spellings as part of your child’s 

homework routine can really benefit and support the learning 

the children are doing in class. These are also available on the 

website, via the Communications page. 

 

 

FINAL CALL FOR PRIMARY ADMISSIONS 

 A final reminder for those of you with siblings currently in Y2. 

Please do not forget to submit your online application by 

Monday 15th January 2024. Applications for Southwark 

residents should be submitted online via the Southwark 

website: https://www.southwark.gov.uk/schools-and-

education/school-admissions  

If you live in a different borough, you apply via their 

admissions website.  

Please do not hesitate to ask us if you need any support with 

this process. 

 

 

 

ONLINE SAFETY 

 We are mindful that some of our lucky Hamleteers have 

delightedly torn the wrapping off various internet-enabled 

devices over the festive season, and probably couldn’t wait 

to start their exciting journeys into previously undiscovered 

corners of the online universe…! 
 

As such, with phones and other devices offering an increasing 

number of ways to pass the time, it can prove difficult for 

children to set them aside. As grown-ups, we therefore need 

to manage the boundaries and our rules/expectations that 

we implement in our own homes. The ‘Managing Screen 

Time’ guide on the next page, provided by National Online 

Safety is a great tool for providing you with some simple but 

effective tips, while suggesting alternative activities, that are 

far less reliant on technology. 

PARENT PAY: SPRING TERM MUSIC FEES 

 A reminder that music lesson fees for this term are now 

showing in your Parent Pay accounts. You have an option of 

paying the termly fee in one go, or by paying in instalments, 

convenient to you. The first instalment is now due.  

Thank you in advance for prompt payments. 
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