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There has already been a wonderful response to the call 

for novels for our new improved library. In the first few 

days, nearly 80 books have been donated. Thank you! 

However, there is still a way to go, so do please consider 

contributing. We would LOVE to reach 500 new novels to 

inspire and motivate the children. So, please pop in to 

Village Books (Dulwich Village), or hand in a cash donation 

via the office, it’s never too late and every book counts! 

We have had a few instances lately when we have had 

to call home, for example, for an accidental bump on the 

head, and the main contact we have listed, whether that 

is Mum, Dad or carer is abroad. If you are down as the 

main contact and know that you are going to be away 

for a period of time and you may be hard to contact, or 

it just might make better sense to call the next contact 

on your child’s list, please can we ask that you inform us 

and provide relevant details. If you ever have any change 

of details (new mobile number, email address) please 

pass the information to us at your earliest convenience. 

Thank you in advance for your cooperation. 

 

LIBRARY LAUNCH UPDATE 

KEY DATES   

HOME/SCHOOL COMMUNICATION 

Monday 16
th

 January 

Choir perform at the Young Voices Concert at the O2 

Y6 visit from ‘Riot Act’ (Road Safety theatre performance) 

Y4 visit from author Lou Kuenzler 
 

Tuesday 24
th

 January 

‘The Learning Dome’ for Y5 (Turney Hall a.m.) 
 

Wednesday 25
th

 January 

5LT & 5VT to JAGs for a science talk from Dr Garrod. 
 

Thursday 26
th

 January 

Y6 French trip parents information meeting 4:30p.m. 

Turney Hall 

 

POLITE REMINDER 

Could we please encourage you to work with your children 

to ensure they have all of their belongings (P.E kit, musical 

instrument, packed lunch etc…) that they require for the 

day with them at the start of the school day. Very good 

practice in preparation for secondary school! We are 

finding more and more that the office staff are going 

backwards and forwards to classrooms delivering items 

that have arrived late. And there are definitely some 

persistent offenders! While we will always endeavour to 

do what we can to help, the Admin Team are incredibly 

busy, and sometimes just not able to locate a child in time 

with a particular item needed. Of course we recognise that 

we all forget things from time to time, but by working 

together to be as organised as possible, this can only 

support our Hamleteers in developing their personal 

organisational skills and independence. 

Sonia Case, myself and Tom Turnham, Year 6 team 

leader will be hosting a meeting on 1st February at 

3.30pm in Village Hall in response to a request made by 

a group of parents in 3S. All parents are more than 

welcome but in the interests of numbers, please could 

you email the office on 

office@dulwichhamletjuniorschool.org.uk                         

if you propose to attend. The meeting will focus upon: 

 The school's vision and values and the whole 
child  

 the wider educational landscape and the new 
national curriculum 

 a look at the tests of 2016 - what the tests are 
testing and what they're not  

 KS2 sats data of Dulwich Hamlet from last year 
and previous years 

 infant/junior transition -progression 

 any questions? 

We think we should be able to cover this in an hour so 

that children attending clubs can be collected on time. 

If there's any other related items not covered, could 

parents include this in their attendance email and we'll 

see if it can be squeezed in. 
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You may be aware that the national media campaign aimed at connecting parents with their child's online world launched 

yesterday. Many of you will be familiar with the work of Lorraine Thomas who is a good friend to the school. She was 

commissioned by OpenClassrooms (www.openclassrooms.com) to create, write and present this campaign and along with her 

two children, both ex-Hamleteers, they worked together on creating the resources. At the resilience sessions that Lorraine 

delivered for us last term, many of you wanted more support with online parenting, so she has very kindly agreed to let us 

share these free resources. She has also provided us with her 10 Top Tips on creating a positive family screen ethos. 

Please find two links that may be of interest. This is part of a free online course for parents and these give a good taster. Well 

worth watching. There’s a 2-minute quiz that every parent should do https://openclassrooms.com/courses/crack-the-

code/homework and a 2-minute video on online friendships that every parent should watch 

https://openclassrooms.com/courses/crack-the-code/friends-you-ve-never-met   Many thanks Lorraine from us all! 

TOP TIPS ON CREATING A POSITIVE FAMILY SCREEN ETHOS 

 

Today’s children live in an online world.  Technology is changing the world they grow up in.  On the one hand, it is equipping 

them with a whole range of digital skills that will be useful to them in the future.  But it can also be a scary place.  It is private, 

personal and portable. 

Online parenting is just like offline parenting so build on what you do well already.  Talk little and often and be clear about the 

guidelines you want your family to follow: 

 

1. Be a great role model and make sure your children see that you have boundaries around your screen time. In a recent PCA 

Survey, 8/10 parents said that doing this had a ‘very significant impact on the quality of family life’. 

2. Understand that a child’s brain is very different from an adult brain. It will not mature fully until their mid-20s.  This means 

they are much more likely to want to experiment, to push boundaries and take risks.  This is a normal part of their 

development and is actually preparing them to leave home and be independent.  So don’t take their behaviour 

personally.  Understanding this will help you to feel better equipped to manage their behaviour. 

3. Create a balanced family view. Tune into the language you use when talking to your teenager and technology.  Make sure 

you are talking as much about the positive aspects of technology as the ones you find challenging.    

4. Involve your children in creating a schedule for online time. Threats and ultimatums don’t work in the long run.  If your 

children are involved in the decision-making – they are much more likely to make it work. 

5. Schedule regular ‘screen-free’ family time, e.g. mealtimes. Explain to them why this is important to you. It is not because 

you want to deny them device time – it is because you value time with them. 

6. Get to know the sites and apps they are using. Ask them to show you how to use them.  You will get a much better 

understanding of their online world if you are talking to them when you are both relaxed and having fun. 

7. Avoid heated confrontations. If you are finding your child’s ‘screen’ behaviour challenging, walk away and talk to them 

when you are feeling calm.  It will be much more effective. 

8. Talk to them about what to do if they feel uncomfortable about anything they experience online. Establish clear guidelines 

with input from you and them.  Make sure they are clear about not sharing personal information online – and make sure you 

are careful with this too.  Parents often post pictures of their children that their children feel uncomfortable about. 

9. Set up a ‘family charging station’ for all devices (parents and children) that is outside your child’s bedroom.  The earlier you 

can establish this as a family routine the better. 

10. Involve the whole family in setting the guidelines and creating the family screen ethos. Some boundaries will be negotiable 

and some not.  Talk little and often and review your guidelines regularly. 

Lorraine Thomas 

Chief Executive, The Parent Coaching Academy 

Author, 'Brilliantly Behaved Toddler', 'The 7-Day Parent Coach', 'Get A Life'  and 'The Mummy Coach' 

www.theparentcoachingacademy.com 

 

ONLINE/E-SAFETY SPECIAL 
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Following on from our piece last week about being considerate to all with regards to bringing dogs to school and 

tying them either on our school gate or railings, quite a serious incident has occurred this week that I would like to 

draw your attention to. In the light of this, we now strongly request that you do not bring dogs to school. 

There were two dogs tied-up one night this week at the end of clubs, one on the gate inside the school boundary, 

and the other on the railing, cheekily poking his head round the corner! Having reviewed CCTV I can confirm that 

they were both being exceptionally well-behaved and actually minding their own business… 

What shocked me was the sheer amount of children, and adults that bent down to pat/stroke the dogs without the 

owner present. You clearly are a bunch of animal lovers. However, given that so many people made physical contact 

with the dogs, the next bit will therefore perhaps not come as a surprise.  

A DHJS pupil leaving school bent down to touch one of the dogs, following a string of other admirers. It was dark, 

the owner wasn’t present, permission hadn’t been asked, the dog didn't expect the physical contact and suddenly 

turned his head in fright and mouthed the child, catching a finger. Unfortunately the child sustained a cut to the 

finger. Before I go on, I want to assure you that the pupil having been checked by Kings, is absolutely fine and it was 

just a surface mark.  

Phew! On this occasion… 

The owner of the dog in question has been in email communication with me and is clearly very distressed by the 

incident. The dog is 5 years old, has never bitten anyone, and the owner feels very angry with themselves for 

bringing the dog to school. Ironically, it is not something they have done for some time and on this occasion, was 

because they were running late. They have advised me that they will never bring their dog to school again. They 

have also spoken about a very sensible bit of advice, which is to teach our children not to approach strange dogs, 

and certainly not without permission from the owner.  

I do think this is a lesson to us all. We will be talking to the whole school about this incident, sharing the advice 

about not approaching strange animals. Can we ask that you also speak about this at home, and also think twice 

about bringing your dog to school and tying them to the gate or railings. Thank you in advance for your cooperation.  

 

 

STOP PRESS: DOGS! 


