
Spring 1

Dear Parents and Carers,

The Year 3 spelling curriculum builds on the phonics children have been learning in KS1. Children will be learning a
wider range of representations for different sounds, with an emphasis on hearing and writing the sounds in polysyllabic
words. The aim of the linguistic phonics programme is to develop children’s ability to apply their skills and existing
knowledge to reason about spelling, while learning the statutory spellings and rules that make up the lower key stage 2
curriculum.

Please find below the sounds and corresponding spellings and words that Year 3 will be focussing on this half term in
dedicated spelling lessons and throughout the week in other curriculum subject areas.

W/C
8th January

W/C
15th January

W/C
22nd January

W/C
29th January

W/C
5th February

Sound /air/ /aw/
/sh/

/shun/
/shul/

/ear/ /er/

Spelling
air
ear
eir

or
a(l)
ar
oar
aur

-tion (verb to
noun)

-cian suffix
-cial suffix

s

ear
ere
eer

er
ear
ir

Words:

fair
pair
chair
hair
bear
pear
wear
their
heir

short
born
forward
ordinary
talk
almost
towards
quarter
keyboard
soar
dinosaur

information
action
fraction
motion
musician
magician
special
official
sure
sugar
capsule

appear
disappear
hear
beard
here
severe
hemisphere
reindeer
volunteer
engineer

perhaps
quarter
remember
whether
weather
answer
certain
exercise
early
heard
learn
circle

Words in red are from the Lower Key Stage 2 statutory word list. Please note – words may appear more than
once across the term (or multiple terms) but the focus sound/spelling correspondence may be different.

Supporting your child’s spelling:

In school, we will be supporting children to split words into syllables and spell each syllable. The focus syllable will be
the one containing the sound of the week. At home, encourage your child to split (segment) words into their syllables
and support them to explore the spelling of each one. There will be a homework assignment on Google Classroom
each week to reinforce the learning completed in school so please do support your child to access and engage with
this.

Other ways to support your child’s learning at home include playing word games or puzzles, exploring the meanings of
words they are learning in class and fostering a curiosity about ambitious vocabulary and how these words might be



spelt. Encourage your child to ‘sound spot’ in texts they are reading independently and with you. Words containing
these sounds can be recorded in your child’s reading record. Please remember that a little bit of spelling chat/recall
every day is better for long term memory gain than one mega session once a week!

If you have any questions or concerns about your child’s spelling then please do not hesitate to get in touch with your
child’s class teacher.

Yours Sincerely,

The Year 3 Team


