
Year 4 reading cafe



How we teach reading at Dulwich Hamlet…
We teach reading through texts. The children 

will take turns in reading the passage out loud, 

then we discuss the vocabulary used and the 

meaning of the writing. The children then 

answer questions about the passage. 

Retrieval

Interpret 

Author’s Choice

Explaining Vocabulary



What does the word 

‘supernatural’ mean?

What colours are in the 

boy’s hat?

How can you tell that the 

teacher is scared of the 

boy?

How has the director 

matched the events in the 

film to the music?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JRfuAukYTKg

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JRfuAukYTKg


The coming of the iron man…



The children have answered these questions, each of 

which encourage the children to use or consider the 

above reading skills. 

Can you organise them into each reading category?



“‐ Retrieve questions are perhaps the 

simplest, as they require children to find 

information in the text.

‐ Questions are presented in a variety of 

formats: multiple choice, table completion, 

single word answers or longer answers.

‐ Some answers still require significant 

detail, and/or understanding of challenging 

vocabulary in context.

Examples of RICE answers from children’s books 



‐ Interpret questions require more in 

depth answers. 

‐ Children must first find the relevant 

section of text, then explain and 

evidence their answer, using quotes from 

the text to support what they have said. 

‐ Questions cover a range of ideas, 

including settings, characterisation, 

character motivation and different 

perspectives.

Examples of RICE answers from children’s books 



Choice questions require the children to 

consider the effect on the reader of the 

author’s choice of words, imagery, structure 

or presentation.

It is not enough to say that something is done 

because ‘it is effective’. Children are required 

to explain why it is effective. 

• What image does the simile or metaphor 

evoke in the mind of the reader?

• Is there personification?

• Does the text create rhythm, alliteration 

or rhyme?

• What is the chosen word associated with? 

Examples of RICE answers from children’s books 



Examples of RICE ANSWERS FROM CHILDREN’S BOOKS

‐ Explain questions require children to 

understand the meaning of selected 

words, and explain their impact and 

effect in the given context.

‐ In a lesson, we will often pre-teach and 

explore three unfamiliar words. These 

are often included in the explain 

questions, along with associated 

synonyms and antonyms.



How can you help at home?

• Reading with an adult at home regularly is important 

for all children, even if they are fluent readers 

• Taking it in turns to read can help your child focus 

on comprehension and encourages reluctant readers  

• Reading to your child with expression not only 

makes the text more exciting, but helps to unlock 

the meaning of the words



VOCABULARY
“Vocabulary skills at age 13 strongly predict both Maths and English Literature 

GCSE results more strongly than socio-economic background.”

Why Closing the Gap Matters: Oxford Language Report 

Tier 1 Words Tier 2 Words Tier 3 Words

Familiar and occur in 

general use 

Highly useful, appear 

primarily in print and 

are likely to appear in 

multiple contexts or 

with varying meanings 

Technical vocabulary 

that’s specific and 

occur to rarely to have 

maximum return 



Vocabulary 
• Research shows that children need to understand 95% of the words in a text to 

grasp full meaning

• Children will often say they understand the meaning of a word if they have 

heard it and can read it  

• It is important to give children an accurate, accessible definition of a word, 

rather than let them guess

• Exploring the etymology of a word can offer a story behind the word

• Exploring word connections helps to broaden children’s vocabulary – adding 

prefixes and suffixes to a word, generating synonyms and antonyms



TIPS FOR READING AT HOME
• Take it in turns to read – you read to them, they read to you 

• Question your child about vocabulary that might be unfamiliar 

• Make use of your voice to help engage your child and encourage them to 

do the same 

• Discuss any illustrations/pictures in the text 

• Read short and manageable sections of the text at a time 

• Surround yourself with stories but read a variety of text types



THANKS!

Any questions?


